
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF GAHANNA 
 

PART FIFTEEN - OHIO FIRE CODE 
 
 
                                           
 
 

   Chap. 1501.  Ohio Fire Code. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 2012 Replacement 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF GAHANNA 
 

PART FIFTEEN- OHIO FIRE CODE 
 
 

 
 
 

CHAPTER 1501 
Ohio Fire Code 

 
1501.01  Adoption.  1501.09  Disclosure of true Fire Safety 
1501.02  Purpose.   Inspector status. 
1501.03  Application.  1501.10  Fire equipment sale or use; 
1501.04  Enforcement.   certification of installers. 
1501.05  Compliance.  1501.11  Amendments. 
1501.06  Posting arson laws.  1501.12  Code modification; Fire Safety 
1501.07  Setting fires which spread.   Arbitration Board. 
1501.08  Unfriendly fires in buildings;  1501.13  Appeals. 
 alarm duties.  1501.14 Fire safety during fairs, 
festivals 
   and special events. 
  1501.15 Knox Box rapid entry system. 
  1501.16 Fire damaged structures;  
   removal or repair securing 
fund. 
  1501.99 Penalty. 
 

CROSS REFERENCES 
 See sectional histories for similar State law 
 Appeals of orders - see Ohio R.C. 119.12 
 State certification of firefighters - see Ohio R.C. 737.08, 737.22, 3737.33 
 State certification of Fire Safety Inspectors - see Ohio R.C. 3737.01(C), 
  3737.34 
 Fire investigation - see Ohio R.C. 737.27, 3737.24 et seq. 
 Entry and inspection - see Ohio R.C. 737.34 et seq., 3737.14, 
  3737.41, 3737.42 
 Common Pleas Court jurisdiction - see Ohio R.C. 3737.44(A), 3737.51(H) 
 Ohio Fire Code - see Ohio R.C. 3737.82 et seq.; OAC Ch. 1301:7-1 et seq.  
 Fire extinguishing and alarm systems in rest and nursing homes - see 
  Ohio R.C. 3721.071 
 Self-service filling stations - see Ohio R.C. 3741.14 
 Fireworks - see Ohio R.C. 3743.27, 3743.32 et seq. 
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 1501.01  ADOPTION. 
 Pursuant to Charter Section 4.16, there is hereby adopted by the City of Gahanna, the 
Ohio Fire Code, including Appendices, subject to amendments as provided in Section 1501.11. 
One copy of such Code shall be kept on file in the office of the Clerk of Council for reference by 
interested persons. 
(Ord.  0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 1501.02  PURPOSE.  
 The purpose of the Ohio Fire Code as adopted herein is to prescribe minimum standards 
and regulations governing conditions hazardous to life and property from fire or explosion.  
(Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 1501.03  APPLICATION.  
 The Ohio Fire Code as adopted herein applies to the use of all lands and properties within 
the City and such other lands or properties owned by the City which are situated outside the 
corporate limits thereof. 
(Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 1501.04  ENFORCEMENT.  
 (a)  The Director of Public Safety shall appoint the Municipal Fire Safety Inspector, 
subject to confirmation of Council. No person shall serve as Municipal Fire Safety Inspector 
unless he has received a certificate issued by the Ohio Department of Public Safety under Ohio 
R. C. 3303.07 evidencing his satisfactory completion of a fire safety inspection training program. 
"Fire official" as used in the Ohio Fire Code means the Municipal Fire Safety Inspector.  
 
 (b)  For Municipal criminal proceedings, the complaint, warrant or summons, or the 
issuance of a citation in minor misdemeanor cases shall be, as is prescribed in the Ohio Rules of 
Criminal Procedure, by referencing the numerical designation of the applicable Municipal 
ordinance, including the specific provision of the Ohio Fire Code, or any order issued pursuant 
thereto, provided such order fixes a reasonable time for abatement of the violation.  
 
 (c)  A copy of such complaint or citation shall be prominently posted at or near each 
place a violation referred to occurs.  
 
 (d)  Upon request of the Municipal Fire Safety Inspector, the City Attorney shall 
institute and prosecute any necessary action or proceeding to enforce this chapter or Ohio R.C. 
Chapter 3737.  (Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 1501.05  COMPLIANCE.  
 (a)  No person shall knowingly violate any provision of the Ohio Fire Code as 
adopted herein or any order issued pursuant thereto.  
 
 (b)  No person shall fail to comply with the fire prevention measures or fire protection 
activities as prescribed in the Ohio Fire Code, or fail to obtain a permit or license for the various 
uses or activities as required by such Code, or fail to comply with the Municipal application and 
plan submission and processing requirements including payment of the fees designated therefore. 
(Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.)  
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 1501.06  POSTING ARSON LAWS. 
  The owner, operator or lessee of any transient residential building shall post the 
provisions of Ohio R.C. 2909.02 and 2909.03 in a conspicuous place in each room occupied by 
guests in such building. The owner, operator or lessee of any nontransient residential building, 
institution, school or place of assembly shall post the provisions of such sections in conspicuous 
places upon such premises. No person shall fail to comply with this section.  
(ORC 3737.61; Ord. 61-85. Passed 6-18-85.) 
 
 1501.07  SETTING FIRES WHICH SPREAD. 
  No person shall set, kindle or cause to be set or kindled any fire, which through his 
negligence, spreads beyond its immediate confines to any structure, field or wood lot. 
(ORC 3737.62; Ord. 61-85. Passed 6-18-85.) 
 
 1501.08  UNFRIENDLY FIRES IN BUILDING; ALARM DUTIES. 
 (a)  The owner, operator or lessee, an employee of any owner, operator or lessee, an 
occupant, and any person in direct control of any building regulated under the Ohio Building 
Code, upon the discovery of an unfriendly fire, or upon receiving information that there is an 
unfriendly fire on the premises, shall immediately, and with all reasonable dispatch and 
diligence, call or otherwise notify the Fire Department or Division concerning the fire, and shall 
spread an alarm immediately to all occupants of the building. 
 
 (b)  For the purposes of this section, "unfriendly fire" means a fire of a destructive 
nature as distinguished from a controlled fire intended for a beneficial purpose. 
 
 (c)  No person shall fail to comply with this section. 
(ORC 3737.63; Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 1501.09  DISCLOSURE OF TRUE FIRE SAFETY INSPECTOR STATUS. 
  No person who is not a certified Fire Safety Inspector shall act as such or hold himself  
out to be such, unless prior to commencing any inspection function, he discloses the purpose for 
which he is making such inspection and the fact that he is not employed by any  state or local fire 
service or agency, and that he is not acting in an official capacity for any governmental 
subdivision or agency. (ORC 3737.64; Ord. 61-85. Passed 6-18-85.) 
 
 1501.10  FIRE EQUIPMENT SALE OR USE; CERTIFICATION OF 
INSTALLERS. 
 (a)  No person shall sell, offer for sale, or use any fire protection or fire fighting 
equipment that does not meet the minimum standards established by the Ohio Fire Marshal in the 
Ohio Fire Code. 
 
 (b)  Except for public and private mobile fire trucks, no person shall service, test, 
repair or install for profit any fire protection or fire fighting equipment without a certificate 
issued by the Ohio Fire Marshal. 
(ORC 3737.65; Ord. 61-85. Passed 6-18-85.) 
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 1501.11  AMENDMENTS.  
 The Ohio Fire Code as adopted herein is modified by the enactment, amendment, or 
deletion of the following provisions as respectively indicated, which changes are hereby adopted 
as set forth herein:  
 

F-101.1 Title:  The rules as set forth in Chapter 1301:7-7 of the Administrative Code and 
as amended herein shall be known as the Fire Prevention Code of the City of Gahanna 
and are herein referred to as such or as "this Code".  

 
101.7 Matters Not Provided For: Any requirement essential for fire safety of an existing 
or proposed building or structure, or essential for the safety of the occupants thereof, and 
which is not specifically covered by the code, shall be determined by the Municipal Fire 
Safety Inspector.  

 
109.3.5 Citations: The Municipal Fire Safety Inspector, if the notice of violation is not 
complied with within the time specified by the Municipal Fire Safety Inspector may 
initiate a misdemeanor citation in conjunction with the Gahanna Police Department. 

 
106.2.1 Underground Connections: Underground mains and lead-in connections shall be 
flushed and tested in accordance with NFPA 13 and NFPA 24 listed in Appendix A and 
with conjunction with the Gahanna Department of Public Service and Engineering or the 
Jefferson Water and Sewer District. 

 
404.1.1 Egress Plan: A plan which complies with Section 404.1 shall be submitted to the 
Municipal Fire Safety Inspector and an approved copy shall be kept on the premises. 

 (Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 1501.12  CODE MODIFICATION; FIRE SAFETY ARBITRATION BOARD.  
 The Director of the Department of Public Safety shall have power to modify in writing 
any of the provisions of the Ohio Fire Code and amendments thereto upon application in writing 
by the owner or lessee, or his duly authorized agent, when there are practical difficulties 
preventing enforcement of the strict letter of the Code, provided that the spirit of the Code shall 
be observed, public safety secured and substantial justice accomplished. Should the Municipal 
Fire Safety Inspector disapprove in writing of such modification within five days after it is 
granted, he shall direct such disapproval to a Fire Safety Arbitration Board. Such Board shall 
consist of three persons, one appointed by the Director, one appointed by the Municipal Fire 
Safety Inspector, and one appointed by the other two Board members. Members of the Board 
shall be appointed for a term of one year and shall serve without pay. The Board shall render its 
decision within thirty days after having received notification of the disapproval and its decision 
shall be final.  
(Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
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 1501.13  APPEALS.  
 Whenever the Municipal Fire Safety Inspector disapproves an application or refuses to 
grant a permit applied for, or where it is claimed that the provisions of the Ohio Fire Code and 
amendments thereto do not apply or that the true intent and meaning of the Code have been 
misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the applicant may appeal from the decision of the 
Municipal Fire Safety Inspector to the Director of the Department of Public Safety, within thirty 
days from the date of the decision appealed from. Should the Municipal Fire Safety Inspector 
disapprove in writing of any reversal by the Director of decisions made by him pursuant to this 
section, the Municipal Fire Safety Inspector may appeal to the Fire Safety Arbitration Board 
pursuant to Section 1501.12. (Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 1501.14  FIRE SAFETY DURING FAIRS, FESTIVALS AND SPECIAL 
     EVENTS. 
 (a) Tents, Canopies, and Membrane Structures.  All tents, canopies, and membrane 
structures shall meet the following conditions: 
  (1) A permit shall be obtained from the Municipal Fire Safety Inspector 

before any tent, canopy, and membrane structure larger than 200 square 
feet and canopy in excess of 400 square feet is erected. 

  (2) All tents canopies, and membrane structures shall be constructed of flame-
resistant materials or materials treated to render the material flame-
resistant in a manner approved by NFPA 701. 

 
 (b) Emergency Planning.  An emergency plan shall be submitted to the Municipal 
Fire Safety Inspector for approval prior to any event or occupancy of any temporary structure.  
The emergency plan shall include a layout, exit sign locations, emergency, lighting locations, 
and occupancy limits. 
 
 (c) Open Flames.  Gasoline, gas, charcoal or other cooking device or any other 
unapproved, open flame shall not be allowed inside or within twenty feet of a tent or air-
supported structure. 
 Exception:  When the location is approved by the Municipal Fire Safety Inspector. 
 
 (d) Cooking.  All cooking operations shall provide a sufficient number of portable 
fire extinguishers to afford adequate fire safety as determined by the Municipal Fire Safety 
Inspector but not less than one unit.  All extinguishers shall carry a Class K rating. 
 
 (e) Exhibition Booths.  Each booth and other locations shall have on hand a portable 
fire extinguisher of an approved size.  All extinguishers shall have a minimum rating of 2-
A,10B:C (5 lb. A,B,C) and readily available. 
 
 (f) Fire Lanes.  The Municipal Fire Safety Inspector may require and designate 
public or private fire lanes, as deemed necessary for the efficient and effective use of fire 
apparatus during all special events. 
 
 (g) Electric.  All outside electrical receptacles, switches, and associated equipment 
shall be of the type approved for damp or wet locations and installed in accordance with the 
National Electrical Code. 
(Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
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 1501.15  KNOX BOX RAPID ENTRY SYSTEM. 
 (a) Requirements.  Owners or occupants of all educational, assembly, industrial, 
commercial, institutional, apartment buildings with common areas, and otherwise, that are 
equipped with a monitored automatic fire alarm or automatic fire suppression system, shall 
install a Knox Key Lock Box on the premises.  The Knox Key Lock Box shall be of a size to 
accommodate all required keys. 
 
 (b) Permits, Installation.  A permit shall be obtained from the Fire Prevention Bureau 
of the Mifflin Township Division of Fire or the Jefferson Township Fire Department to install a 
Knox Key Lock Box.  The installer must be licensed by the State of Ohio to install fire alarm 
systems if the box has a tamper switch.  The location of the Knox Key Lock Box shall be 
approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau prior to installation. 
 
 (c) Maintenance.  The Knox Key Lock Box shall be installed and maintained in such 
a manner as to provide access to the premises by the Mifflin Township Division of Fire or the 
Jefferson Township Fire Department in the event of an activated alarm or emergency.  The Knox 
Key Lock Box shall house but not be limited to keys for:  all doors, elevators, fire alarm panels, 
any special key or devices used to reset fire alarm devices, and any other material deemed 
necessary by the Code Office.  All keys shall be clearly marked with the appropriate 
nomenclature to identify key as to its use. 
 
 (d) Master Keys.  The master keys to the Knox Key Lock Box shall be maintained by 
the Mifflin Township Division of Fire and the Jefferson Township Fire Department, who shall 
have sole responsibility for giving access to any premises by use of the Knox Key Lock Box as 
defined by department or division policy. 
 
 (e) Security.  For security reasons, the master keys shall be locked in a Sentralock 
System key lock (decoder) carried on department or division vehicles.   A log of key use shall be 
maintained by the Radio Dispatch Center.  The log shall include:  time key was removed, address 
where key is used, person requesting access to key, vehicle from which key is removed and time 
key is returned.  Knox Key Lock Boxes may also be monitored by the owner or occupants own 
security system. 
 
 (f) Reporting.  The Mifflin Township Division of Fire or the Jefferson Township Fire 
Department shall make a complete report of circumstances surrounding the use of the Knox Key 
Lock Box on the official fire report (NFIRS-1) in the remarks section. 
(Ord. 0015-2011.  Passed 2-7-11.) 
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 1501.16  FIRE DAMAGED STRUCTURES; REMOVAL OR REPAIR SECURING 
     FUND. 
 The Municipality hereby authorizes the procedure described in Ohio R.C. 3929.86(C) and 
(D) to be implemented whereby no insurance company doing business in the State shall pay a 
claim of a named insured for fire damage to a structure located within this Municipality unless 
the applicable provisions of Ohio R.C. 3929.86 are fully complied with.  The Mifflin Township 
Fire Chief or the Jefferson Township Fire Chief is hereby designated as the officer authorized to 
carry out the duties of Ohio R.C. 3929.86.  The Clerk of Council shall file a certifed copy of this 
section with the State Superintendent of Insurance. 
(Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 1501.99  PENALTY.  
 Whoever violates any provision of this chapter or the Ohio Fire Code as adopted herein 
or any lawful order issued pursuant thereto is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense. 
For any second offense within one year of a prior offense hereunder, any violator is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. For any third or subsequent offense within one year of a prior 
offense hereunder, any violator is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. An organization 
convicted of an offense pursuant to Section 501.11 of the Codified Ordinances shall be punished 
as provided in Section 501.99 of the Codified Ordinances. Each day that any such violator 
continues to violate any provision of this chapter cited by the Municipal fire safety inspector or 
his legally designated representative pursuant to authority granted by this chapter shall constitute 
a separate and complete offense.   
(Ord. 0137-2007.  Passed 7-16-07.) 
 
 
 
 


