
“As I prepare to leave office and retire in January 2020 I wanted to provide our residents and businesses a brief 
overview of the things we've been able to accomplish during my short 4-year term as Mayor. I also want to convey 
my deep appreciation for the help and partnerships we've forged over that time because without you we wouldn't 
have been able to reach the goals we set.” – Mayor Tom Kneeland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Hosted Coffee with the Mayor Sessions- These sessions provided an opportunity for Mayor Kneeland to engage with
residents about issues and ideas in a casual environment.

• New Resident Welcome Letter- Created to welcome new residents into Gahanna and ensure they feel they are a member
of the community.

• Lead by Example Award- Awarded by the Mayor to recognize both City Staff and members of the community for going
above and beyond exceptional service. 51 recipients to date.

• Area Commissions- Assembled a group of 48 Gahanna citizens who reviewed 45 projects over 4 years. This group was
assembled to allow for more public involvement in decisions that would affect residential and commercial development,
zoning, and economic development efforts in the city. More information about the Area Commissions is available here.

• First Responders Night- An event established in 2017 and held in partnership with our schools and civic organizations to
recognize and thank our First Responders for their service to our community.

• New Partnerships- Built relationships with the Gahanna Ministerial Association, Veteran groups, Gahanna Area Chamber
of Commerce, and the Gahanna schools to work as a team to improve Gahanna.

• Near-Site Wellness Clinic- Instituted the first Gahanna Near-Site Wellness Clinic that was financially beneficial to the City
in its first year in service and identified health risks of Gahanna employees. 50% of eligible city employees have visited the
Wellness Clinic.

• City Department Organization- Re-organized the Public Service & Engineering Department, Planning & Development
Department, and the Building and Zoning divisions to better serve the business community and the public. Hired
experienced Safety Director, Police Chief and Deputy Chief, and promoted the city’s first female Police Lieutenant.

• GoForward Gahanna- Collaborated with the 2016 City Council to develop and begin implementation of the GoForward
Gahanna initiative in 2016. Click here to view the status of projects initiated by GoForward Gahanna.

TERM OVERVIEW 

Since Mayor Tom Kneeland's election, he has worked with residents and City leaders to accomplish numerous goals 
that make Gahanna a better place to live, work and visit. While diligently seeing to his Mayoral duties, he continued 
to serve the public in his free-time by chairing the Regional Data Advisory Committee of MORPC and maintaining 
his longtime membership of the Gahanna Community Improvement Corporation. He is also a vocal advocate of the 
My Special Word movement, and his special word is "Conscience". As his term comes to a close, Mayor Kneeland 
would like to provide an update on the many successes during his 4-year term; thank you to the residents, the 
businesses and the community leaders who came together to serve our community.

https://www.gahanna.gov/area-commissions/
https://www.gahanna.gov/goforwardgahanna/


• Text 2 911- After more than two years of work and cooperation between Franklin County and its jurisdictions, Franklin County 
re sidents can now send text messages to 911 dispatchers. Gahanna played a key role in this initiative and will see many 
benefits from its use.

• New Brand- Unveiled a new brand based on the GoForward Gahanna Strategic Plan. Click here to read the full Strategic Plan.

• Gahanna Website- Redesigned and launched a new website to enhance the online experience of Gahanna's residents, 
businesses and visitors.

• Gahanna Service Organizations- Created a "civic group" collaborative to help re-energize and grow all civic and service 
groups.

• Bee City USA- In 2017, the City of Gahanna officially reaffirmed its Bee City, USA status, creating a pollinator-friendly 
community.

• Community Events Calendar- Established an official Gahanna Community Events List and published the information on the 
City website. With a clearer view of the schedule of events, we were able to reduce the number of street closures in downtown 
Gahanna to help local merchants on weekends.

• GahannaNet- Created a business model in the mid-2000s to incentivize local businesses by providing Internet and network 
services at below-market rates and to financially benefit the Gahanna CIC and the city by leveraging the city's investment in 
fiber optic technology. GahannaNet revenue sharing collected by Gahanna CIC totals $121,039.29.

• Leading on Sustainability- The city completed 14 eligible activities in four categories achieving silver designation by MORPC.

• Big Walnut Trail- Completion and ribbon cuttings for sections 5 and 4 of the Big Walnut Trail.

• Completed Construction of Sunpoint Park- Gahanna’s newest inclusive and accessible playground was officially opened in 
April 2019.

• Woodside Green Park Natural Play Area- In 2018, the City partnered with Girl Scout Troop 678 to construct a Natural Play 
area at Woodside Green Park, which allowed for a more natural environment for youth to play and learn.

• Lighting of the Arch – In collaboration with Make Gahanna Yours and the generosity of the Gahanna Rotary Club, the 
Gahanna Arch was finally lit and continues to shine bright for everyone as they enter our downtown district.

• Gahanna G- Worked with a community partner, CRT Realtors to raise funds to light the G in the archway that also welcomes 
you to our city.

• Gahanna Area Arts Council- Held meetings in 2016 to facilitate the Gahanna Area Arts Council with a goal of cultivating 
and growing a creative community.

• Big Walnut Country Club- Rediscovered the history of the BWCC, which was an African American country club started in 
the 1920s that operated at Friendship Park in Gahanna into the late 1950s. A short video was produced for Columbus 
Neighborhoods by WOSU and is available here.

• Fireworks Back in Gahanna! Brought 4th of July fireworks back to the community with local business sponsorships.

• Largest Street Program- In 2018, the Department of Public Service & Engineering completed the largest street program in 
the city's history. The program consisted of more than 1.47 centerline miles (7,761.6 feet) of concrete street reconstruction, 
3.24 centerline miles of asphalt overlay (17,107.2 feet), and 7.29 centerline miles (38,491.2 feet) of crack seal with a total 
investment of more than $3.4 Million.

• Music in the Park- Brought Music in the Park back with support from Make Gahanna Yours and donations from the 
Gahanna business community.

https://www.gahanna.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/GFG-FINAL-Gahanna-Strategic-Plan-Final-Draft.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uV2cVhT0_LU&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3VN8Cvb4qbAlWqCZOlMV8ImYmup-ZKCgy8LQaycWSZKXCGKemD1A9elM4


 
• CEO to CEO Roundtable- A series of events that gave local business leaders the opportunity to network and present ideas 

for business and community improvement.  
 

• Proactively corresponded with businesses to relocate to Gahanna.  
 

• Growth of the South Gateway - 97.5 acres developed; 739,000 square feet constructed; 966 jobs created/retained; $100 
Million invested in the business district south of Taylor Road.  

 
• Sister City Opportunities - Tangshan- Visited and created business relationships with three cities including Shanghai, 

Changzhou and Shenzhen.  
 

• Community Improvement Corporation- Recruited new industry professionals to join the Gahanna CIC to help the city 
through joint economic development efforts. 

 
• Workforce Development Initiative- Established a workforce development program to help the Gahanna business 

community meet the demand for qualified employees working alongside Superintendent Steve Barrett and US Congressman 
Troy Balderson.  

 
• Planning the Gahanna Branch Library Expansion in 2020- Planning is currently in progress and new information is 

regularly being provided to the community as we work with the Columbus Metropolitan Library to see our Gahanna branch 
updated and improved to better meet current demands. 

 
• Gahanna Business Program- Systematically met with 282 Gahanna businesses with a goal of knowing them, their 

products, their services, and their leadership teams. We had the opportunity, in some cases to encourage them to remain in 
Gahanna, invest in their facility and add jobs. 

 
• Job Growth & Retention Efforts- Over Mayor Kneeland's short 4-year term there have been 2,976 jobs created or 

retained and the city saw over $176.5 Million in Capital Investments made by our local companies that will benefit our 
schools through real estate taxes paid on their new investment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


