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Electronic Bikes 
Ohio law classifies E-Bikes into three classes.

Class I bikes provide a boost only while

pedaling and can not exceed 20 mph. Class II

bikes provide a boost even if the rider is not

pedaling and can not exceed 20 mph. Class III

bikes can travel at speeds up to 28 mph and

the operator must be at least 16 years of age,

wear a helmet and the bike must be equipped

with a speedometer. 

Remember only bicycles propelled by human

power may be ridden upon a sidewalk within

the City of Gahanna where permitted. 

Gahanna Bike License 
Collect the information below and bring it to

the Gahanna Division of Police to complete a

Bike License Application.      

 

Date:

 

Name: ______________________________

 

Address: ____________________________

 

____________________________________

 

Phone Number: ______________________

 

E-mail: ______________________________

 

Bike Manufacturer: ____________________

 

Bike Model: __________________________

 

Color(s): ____________________________

 

Serial Number: _______________________

 

Modifications or Unique Identifiers: 

 

___________________________________

“As Chief of Police, 

I am committed to

embracing these core

values by providing

exceptional, leading-edge

and transparent policing

services to our community

and its stakeholders.”

-Chief Jeff Spence

BICYCLE
SAFETY 

FIND US ONLINE
 

               Facebook.com/GahannaPD/

 

               Twitter.com/GahannaPD

 

                Nextdoor.com/agency/gahanna-division-

                of-police

 

MISSION

The mission of the Gahanna Division of Police is
to serve and protect our diverse community 

by building partnerships 
in order to provide professional 

law enforcement services that safeguard the
lives, rights and property of all.

 

CORE VALUES:
· Respect
· Commitment

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY: 911

 

Police Non-emergency: 614-342-4240

· Integrity
· Professionalism



 When necessary to avoid items in the roadway

such as parked cars, road hazards or moving

vehicles.

When the roadway is too narrow for a bicycle and

an overtaking vehicle to travel safely side by side

within the lane. 

 Most roadways in Ohio are “too narrow” to be

shared by a motor vehicle and a bicycle.

Cyclists are also permitted to ride "two abreast,"

meaning side-by-side, in the same lane. 

 Ohio law does not require cyclists to move out of

the way of faster traffic. 

SAME RIGHTS, SAME ROADS, SAME RULES
Ohio bicycle laws are vital to safe cycling. Bicycles are

defined as “vehicles” under Ohio law. This permits

bicycles to be lawfully operated on virtually all Ohio

roads except freeways or certain limited access

roadways. 

Ohio law requires cyclists to follow the rules of the

road when riding a bicycle on a roadway. Like any

vehicle operator, a cyclist must ride with traffic, obey

basic traffic laws, stop at stop signs and red lights, and

follow all traffic control devices. When following the

rules of the road, a cyclist has exactly the same "right

of way" as any car, truck or bus driver.

 

RIDE TO THE RIGHT
A bicycle must be operated “as near to the right side of

the roadway as practicable”. The law does permit for

some exceptions: 

 

THE THREE-FOOT LAW
Ohio law requires motorists passing cyclists on the

road to allow a cushion of safety during the passing

maneuver. A motorist must allow at least three feet of

space between the motor vehicle and the bicycle &

operator being passed.

SIGNALING AND SIGNAL DEVICES 
A cyclist should signal an intention to turn at least

once, but that action does not need to be

continuous. Bicyclists do not need to signal if they

are in a designated turn lane or if both hands are

needed for the safe operation of the bicycle. 

 

A bicycle may be equipped with a device to give an

audible signal with the exceptions of a siren and

whistle which are prohibited. 

RIDING ON SIDEWALKS

Cyclist may not operate a bicycle upon a sidewalk

within a business district or upon a sidewalk in

Gahanna where signs are erected prohibiting such

operation. 

 

Only bicycles propelled by human power may be

ridden upon a sidewalk within the City where

permitted. 

 

BICYCLE LICENSING 
The City of Gahanna Division of Police will provide a

bicycle license for any resident. Collect the

information of the back of this brochure and bring it

to police headquarters to request a bike license. The

license can be used by officers to assist in the

recovery and return of a lost or stolen bike. 

EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS 
Like all vehicle owners, cyclists must abide by certain

equipment requirements when riding on the roadway.

They must use a white light on the front of the bike and

both a red reflector and a red light in the rear between

sunset and sunrise or whenever the weather makes

lights necessary. Many serious or fatal crashes occur at

night or when weather causes poor visibility. Helmets

are not required by law for human powered bikes but

are highly recommended as well as reflective or high

visibility clothing. 

DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 

Ohio traffic law allows motorists to cross a double

yellow line to pass a slower vehicle, if the slower

vehicle is traveling at less than the speed limit; the

faster vehicle is capable of passing the slower vehicle

without exceeding the speed limit; and there is

sufficient sight distance ahead to permit the passing

maneuver to be safely accomplished, taking into

account the speed of the slower vehicle.

 

If a motorist can follow the listed rules to pass a cyclist

while crossing a double yellow line, they are free to do

so.

 

MALFUNCTIONING TRAFFIC SIGNALS
A new law now permits bicyclists to proceed through

an intersection after stopping and yielding the right-of-

way if not detected by the traffic signaling device. 

 


